was bound to have a heart softer than a flower and
harder than flint? He had endeavoured to live up to the
advice and so when confronted with complaints like
those in the letter in question or the recital of their
anger and sorrow by his visitors, he hardened his heart
so as to battle with the problem of the day. The letter
was written in the Urdu script. He had asked Shri Brij-
krishanji to note down the points of the letter.
HALF-TRUTH V. UNTRUTH
The first was the charge of breach of his (Gandhiji's)
word. Had he not said that if there was even one objector
at his prayer meetings, he would respect the objection
and not lead public prayer for the evening in question?
This was a half-truth, more dangerous than full un-
truth. When he stopped the prayer meeting for the
first time, he had announced that he suspended it for
fear that the overwhelming majority of the audience
might resent the objection even to the point of molest-
ing the objector. This was several months ago. Since
then the audience had learnt the art of self-restraint
and when he got the assurance from the audience that
they would harbour neither resentment nor anger in
their hearts, he consented again to lead public prayer.
The result was happy as he knew. The objectors
were strictly courteous in their behaviour and beyond
registering their objection they did nothing to interfere
with the prayer. He hoped, therefore, that the writer
of the letter would see that there was not only no breach
but that the result so far had been quite happy. He
assured the audience that so far as he knew himself, he
had not been guilty of any such breach throughout his
long life of public service.
The writer of the letter then taxed him for reciting
some verses from the Quran when he did not do so with
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